
Service of W orship 
Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2021 
 

We give thanks that you are worshipping with us today. Advent Lutheran 

Church is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We wel-

come you on your spiritual journey, be it for an hour or a lifetime!  We are 

delighted that you have joined in this service, whether in person or with our virtual worship-

ping community, and pray that you will be safe in these times. We look forward to that time 

when we can all be together physically and share fellowship and meals. Meantime, we would 

love for you to make yourself known to Advent by emailing the church or through Face-

book. Everything you need for the worship service is printed in the bulletin. 

PRAYER CON CERN S 
W e keep the following persons in prayer     

Richard Ahlvin (uncle of Anne Curtis) 
Rev. Anna Anderson (member) 
Rev. Robert Avella (Our Lady of Lourdes)  
Clayton Becker, Ben Levisky, and Bill Wentz 
(cousins of Joy Duncan) 
Lawrence Blackmore (friend of the Lovells)  
Hai Buffard (friend of GingerWierzbanowsk)  
JC Cox (brother of Nancy Jairrels) 
Warren Hageman (member) 
Ray Hawn (member) 
Roxie Jairrels (member) 
Jenny Jones (friend of the Falksens) 
Kathryn “Kate” Juhl (member) 
Felix Linares  (husband of Colleen Linares) 
Mimi McNeel (friend of Ellie Holsopple) 
Janet Osborne (friend of Ingrid Berdahl) 
Ingrid Palmquist (member) 
Rev. Bill Perry (friend of Advent) 
Patti Peterson (wife of Walter Peterson) 
David Pellinen (member) 

Michele Polestino (friend of Carole Assante) 
Hannah Reese (friend of Sam & Anne Curtis) 
Yvonne Ross (friend of Nesta Alleyne) 
Rev. Lowell Schuetze (friend of Advent) 
Jeannie Stevens (aunt of Sam Curtis) 
Linda and David Trismen (parents of Eric  
Trismen, friend of Advent) 
Loris Wever, Pastor Anna's aunt 
Jean Wetzel (mother of Joy Duncan)  
Doug Wickre, father of Sarah Wickre 
Arthur and Charles Wichern (brothers of 
Carole Assante 
Becky Wilfinger (friend of Marilyn Falksen) 
 
For those deployed to serve this country:  
Delaunta Fitzgerald (grandson of Chandra  
Fitzgerald) 
Kevin Messer (friend of Advent) 
Charlie Nash (son of Gordon & Susan Nash)
Dallas Polk (grandson of Chandra Fitzgerald) 



GATHERING  
     
PRELUDE                                                  Borning Cry                                      D. Christiansen   
  
WELCOME  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                    Songs of Thankfulness  and Praise                      ELW 310 
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Music in this bulletin was: Reprinted with permission from Words for Worship, copyright 2002 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission from With One Voice, copyright 
1997. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License number 10893-L. Reprinted with permission from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License number 
10893-L. Reprinted with permission from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright  2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License number 1-49. Reprinted with permission from 
OneLicense.net License number A-70150. Reprinted with permission from LicenSing Online License number 612081. Reprinted with permission from CCLI License number 3247912. Used by permission ©** John 
Yllvisaker License Number 11989. 
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GREETING  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
 be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN  OF PRAISE                                Glory Be to God in Heaven    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse 
 us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
Please sit 
 
BLESSING OF THE WATER  
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 1:1-5  
 
Reader: A reading from Genesis 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord   
C Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
(Assisting minister reads light print; congregation reads bold.)                                                 
 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God's name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.   
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 



7The voice of the LORD 
 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.   
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, "Glory!" 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
 
SECOND READING:  Acts 19:1-7  
 
Reader: A reading from Acts 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you be-
came believers?" They replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3Then 
he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's baptism." 4Paul said, 
"John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus." 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
THE GOSPEL VERSE                                   Celtic Alleluia                                       ELW 714 
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P The Holy Gospel according St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 1:4-11  
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now 
John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heav-
en, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ  
 
Please sit 
   
SERMON                                                                                                                   Rev. Ray Ranker 
  
Please stand as you are able 
    
HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Baptized in Water                                        ELW 456  
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THE PRAYERS  
 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and  
 all God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence. After each petition please respond: “ Your will be done.”  
 
A We pray to the Lord, 
C Your will be done 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL  
 

SHARING THE PEACE  
 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 
 
Please sit  
 
OFFERING                                         Wade in the Water                                         B. Harbach  

 



Please stand as you are able 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
A Let us pray. Blessed are you,  
C O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 
 gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
P . . . now and forever.. 
C Amen 
 
THE LORD ’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins   

 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen 
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DISMISSAL TO LABYRINTH FOR DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION               
(All are welcome to receive. Wine and white grape juice are available by individual cup. If you 
do not commune, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You are invited to use hand 
sanitizer at any time. It is available as you enter the labyrinth and as you leave the Table.) 
 
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say:  Amen   
 
TRANSITIONAL MUSIC                      Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  
                                             
BLESSING  
 
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
DISMISSAL  
 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.                 
C Thanks be to God. 
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AANNOUNCEMENTS 

W e give thanks for those assisting with worship today . . . 

Guest Pastor                                                               Rev. Ray Ranker 
Assisting Minister                                                               David Day 
Altar Guild                                                                         Joy Duncan 
Organist                                                                               Eric Sparks 
Videographer                                                                   Shane Gainer 
Hospitality Team                     Wendell Anderson, Shelley Bennett,  
                                                                Gerry Fuller and Eric Heigis 

Join the Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom m  
each Sunday following the worship service.e.ee  

Please welcome the Rev. Ray Ranker, our guest pastor this 
morning. He is the Lutheran Campus Ministry pastor at the 
University of Maryland and looks out for college students from 
our Synod wherever they may be.  

Congregational Council will meet 7 pm tomorrow, January 11, 
via Zoom. Please contact President Shane Gainer or another 
council member if you have an item for the agenda.  

Join the Advent Book Club for lively conversation about a vari-
ety of intriguing books. The group is still meeting during the 
pandemic, but on Zoom instead of in-person at Advent. Meet-
ings are the third Saturday of the month at 3 pm and alternate 
between fiction and nonfiction. The next meeting is Saturday, 
January 16, for a discussion of “The Stranger in the Woods” by 
Michael Finkel. It is the true story of a man who lived alone in 
the Maine woods, never talking to another person, for 27 years. 
If you would like to join the discussion, either on the 16th or af-
terwards, please contact Marilyn Falksen at falksen @ ya-
hoo.com to get the Zoom link or to ask questions.  

Pastoral Care. While Pastor Anna is recovering, The Rev. Vin-
cent Guss will provide pastoral care to the Advent family.  
Please contact the Advent office by email for Pastor Guss’ con-
tact information.  
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Electronic Giving 
Statements offered 

 

Get your 2020 Statement 
of Giving electronically  
instead of waiting for the 
mail! David Falksen, Ad-
vent’s Financial Secretary, 
is offering everyone the 
option once statements are 
ready at the end of Janu-
ary. To get your copy elec-
tronically, please send a re-
quest to davidfalksen @ 
yahoo.com and include the 
email address you would 
like the statement sent to.  
 
In addition to getting your 
report earlier, this will re-
duce postage costs for Ad-
vent. 



 

              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anna Anderson, Pastor 
Shane Gainer, Council President  
Nancy Cox Jairrels, Office Administrator 

Advent Lutheran Church 
2222 S. Arlington Ridge Road 
Arlington, Virginia  22202-2123 
Church:  703-521-7010 

Email: adventlc@hotmail.com; Website: www.adventlc.us; Facebook: www.facebook.com/adventarlington 

Office Hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 am to 2 pm. 
Please have bulletin announcements to the church office by 12 noon each Wednesday. 

Emails for Pastor Anderson should be sent to pastor_anna2222@hotmail.com 


