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Matthew’s
gospel

The Gospel according to
St. Matthew is my LEAST
favorite gospel. And we are
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spending a whole year meditating
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on it because it is the one
for this church “year.”
That means that
I have to come to terms
with it every week, and I
try to wheedle Jesus into
not saying what he IS
saying. And I always lose.
You can see why it’s my least favorite. When I approach it, it feels like a
manual on church discipline and a set of standards for discipleship that I
don’t come anywhere close to meeting.
Oh, it begins innocently enough with laying out Jesus’ identity and
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mission in the genealogy as one who has come to save me and all people
and to change the definition of righteousness from boxes to be ticked to loving relationships. I can embrace this going from the letter of the law to the
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sus loses the battle on the cross, but God is ultispirit of the law - I think I can anyway - as proclaimed in the stories of Joseph and the Magi

mately victorious in raising Jesus. And Matthew writes to a Church that is seeing these

and the escape to Egypt and Jesus’ baptism and

same conflicts, to remind them that from the

temptation. But then we come to the
Teachings, beginning with what is called

world’s standpoint, they will appear to
lose too, but that God will ultimately

the Sermon on the Mount. And I start to

vindicate and save them.

feel that this “spirit of the law” thing can be

Matthew calls us, the Church today, to be as

very heavy handed.
But rather than reading his book as an in-

disciples like Jesus and think the things of God,
no matter how badly we seem to be losing to the

struction manual, Matthew wants us to hear his

forces of evil. He writes to give us the saving

“good news” as a cosmic story of good versus
evil. This is the story of a massive conflict be-

knowledge that God will vindicate and save us
too. His call to greater righteousness is a call to

tween Jesus, the supreme agent of God, and the

have God’s viewpoint in dealing with each other

agents of evil: Satan, storms, illness, Herod, Pilate, Romans, religious leaders, and even his dis-

and to desire a relationship with God above all
else.

ciples when the “think of things from a human
viewpoint rather than God’s.” In the story, Je-

Enjoy the year of Matthew!
Love, Pastor Anna
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News & Announcements

Advent had a lovely
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. Thanks to all
who planned and prepared Thanksgiving dinner
at the church, those who
made the building so
beautiful, the musicians,
Michael, the choir, and our
string trio which played
carols for us on Christmas
and New Year’s. Thank
you also to the Juhls for
opening their lovely home
for a congregation-wide
Christmas party and including everyone with intentional invitations.
Thank you to the faithful
sign changers and to
those who helped put everything away. And thanks
so much for all the greetings, cards, and joy you
gave me, and for the congregational gift. “You
know me so well!”
- Pastor Anna

Holiday Fellowship!
The holiday season
offered multiple chances
for fellowship, such as
the Thanksgiving meal,
above; singing carols
after Christmas Day
service, left; a party for
the congregation at the
home of the Juhls,
bottom left; and, making
floral arrangements like
the one below.
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Library Corner
What’s on the shelf

13th
14th
17th
18th
20th
25th

FEBRUARY
Walter Pfannmuller
Ruben Herrera
Peter Juhl
Esther Day
Steven Hetzer
Rensford Lovell
Sam Matzner
Desiree Jessimy

5th
7th
12th
16th
22nd

MARCH
Naomi Jean Maly
Anna Anderson
Gabriel Herrera
Lynn Juhl
Shane Gainer

2nd
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13th
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20th
26th

-

JANUARY
Rosalie Juhl
Warren Hageman
Debbie Lewis
Nicole Creighton
Yohannes Abraham
Iris Jessimy
Colleen Zellmer
Kathryn Juhl
Ingrid Palmquist
Virginia Wilson

APRIL
Carole Assante
Marilyn Falksen
Azzi Abraham
Aune Pellinen
John Matzner
Sara Ellen Swatt
Travis Halik

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE, page 8
giant
recant
servant

relevant
stimulant

Youth News

June 27 - July 1, 2018
Houston, Texas
Theme: “This Changes Everything”
based on Ephesians 2:8
Our own David Day will be eligible to
join 30,000 high school youth for a week
spent in interactive learning, worship,
Bible study, service and fellowship.

Kids Page

Music in the Parish
Saturday, March 18, 9 am - 4 pm
St. Luke Lutheran, Silver Spring, MD

$30, includes lunch. RSVP required by contacting mlr@mar-lulridge.org or 800-238-9974.

2017 National Workshop for Christian Unity

A workshop offered with clinician Anthony Leach. Learn more at
www.saintluke.us

Monday - Thursday, May 1 - 4
Minneapolis Hilton Hotel

Crossing the Color and Culture Divide

Ecumenists from across the U.S. will gather to reflect on
themes of reformation. A primary focus will be commemorating
the 500th anniversary of the transformational events that initiated a series of reforms and tragic tensions among Christians in
western Europe. The Lutheran Ecumenical & Interreligious Network will have its annual meeting during the workshop. More at
http://nwcu.org/

Wednesday, April 25, 9 am - 3 pm
Mar-Lu-Ridge camp, Jefferson, MD
"Crossing the Color and Culture Divide: Journeying Toward
Personal and Communal Justice" is an entry in Spring 2017
Mountain Topics. The Rev. Ginny Price will present. Cost is

Advent celebrated the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on January 22.
This week falls between the celebrations of the Confession of St. Peter and
the Conversion of St. Paul. This year, the World Council of Churches has
chosen the theme of Reconciliation in observance of the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation. We joined all Christians around the world in Jesus’
prayer that his disciples may all be one in him. Advent contributed to incarnating this prayer by having Father Avella, pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, preach the sermon.
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