
Service of Worship 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 12, 2024 
 
 

Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church! Our hope today is that you will experi-
ence God’s love in Word, Sacrament, and Song through the amazing grace of Jesus Christ. 
Everything you need for today’s worship service is printed in this bulletin. 
 
This community welcomes you – wherever you are on your spiritual journey. Are you a visi-
tor? Come back again! Are you looking for a church home? All are invited to become part of 
the Advent community. If you join us in person or on our Facebook livestream; if you are here 
for an hour, a season, or a lifetime, you are welcome at Advent. The church may be cozy, but 
the table is long. There’s a place for you here! 
 
Need more information about who and what we are? Fill out a green contact/prayer card, add 
a comment on Facebook, email the church, or visit our website - www.adventlc.us - or make an 
appointment with Pastor Alex. We’d love to know how we can be in ministry together! 
 
Advent is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
We keep the following persons in prayer     

Douglas M. Bennett (brother of Shelley Bennett) 
David Church (friend of Advent) 

Anthony Goveia (nephew of Ismay Lovell) 
Ellie Holsopple (member) 
Roxie Jairrels (member)  

Rev. Patricia Johnson (friend of the Stalls) 
Jenny Jones (friend of the Falksens)  

Kathryn “Kate” Juhl (member) 
Pam Juhl (mother of Peter and Kate Juhl)   

Rev. Elizabeth Platz (first woman in North America ordained 
 by a Lutheran church body)  

Wayne Theye (friend of the Falksens) 
Gail Wickre (mother of Sarah Wickre) 

Becky Wilfinger (friend of Marilyn Falksen) 
Edwina Wyatt-Knowles (friend of Nancy Jairrels) 



GATHERING 
   
PRELUDE                                     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                             J.G. Walther 
 
  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
WELCOME 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Water is poured into the font as a reminder of God’s ever flowing stream of grace and forgiveness.  
 

All may make the sign of the cross (signified with this ☩), the sign marked at baptism. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the wellspring of grace, 
 our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
 
The leader addresses those who are gathered. 
 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
The leader gives thanks, using one of the following prayers or similar words. 
 
P Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
 let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
 your voice thundered over the deep 
 and water became the essence of life. 
 Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
 The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
 Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
 into freedom’s land. 
 In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
 entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
 and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
 freeing us to live as Easter people. 
 We rejoice with glad hearts, 
 giving all honor and praise to you, 
 through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                               Alleluia, Sing to Jesus                                ELW 392 

                           (Please see graphic next page) 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                                      Setting 4 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                      This is the Feast                                        Setting 4 
 
 

Cantor 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. (Pause for a moment of silent prayer.) Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen 
 us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
 transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
 

Reader    A reading from Acts 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have ac-
companied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness 
with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known 
as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
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which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMS: Psalm 1    
(Assisting minister reads light print; congregation reads bold.)                                                 
 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

 and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not    
wither; 
 everything they do shall prosper. 
4
It is not so with the wicked; 

 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 

SECOND READING:  1 John 5:9-13  
 
Reader   A reading from 1st John 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that 
he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. 
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God 
has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able.. 
 
THE GOSPEL HYMN                                                                                                           Setting 4  

(Please see graphic next page) 
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P The Holy Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 17:6-19 
 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that every-
thing you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 
may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                         The Rev. Alex Stall, Jr. 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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Please stand as you are comfortable to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing                                ELW 393  



APOSTLES’ CREED  
Dating back as early as the 4th century CE, the creed is a confession of the faith of the assembly. It is 
historically ecumenical and structurally trinitarian. The Creed is a resurrection statement.   
 

I believe in God, eternal, almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all, the only begotten one; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, lived and loved among us, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 who descended into hell, 
 and on the third day rose from the dead; 
 Jesus, our Savior, ascended into heaven,  
 sits at the right hand of the loving God, 
 and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 

 

A brief silence. After each petition please respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 

A God of grace,  
C hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
Offering the peace of Christ is far more than a handshake and a greeting to someone you haven’t 
seen since last Sunday. It is the embodiment of conflicts forgiven, wars ended, even death destroyed. 
Jesus’s resurrection offers true peace.  
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C   And also with you. 
 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 
 

Please be seated. 
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MEAL 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING                                 Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 
 

The Offering represents a shift in our worship time. We change from a time of hearing and learning 
God’s Word, to a time of action. We share of our time and resources – and our very selves. We rec-
ognize God’s grace in our lives and respond with our offerings. All are invited to respond to God 
with joyful hearts by giving regularly or tithing (giving proportionally) by placing your gifts in the 
collection plate, or by making electronic donations using our website at www.adventlc.us (look for 
the “Giving” option on the home page). We also use Simply Giving for regular, automatic electronic 
donations. Please reach out to the church office for the necessary forms! In whatever way you sup-
port Advent, know that we are thankful for your faithfulness and trust in God.  
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY                                             Now the Green Blade Rises                            ELW 379  
                                                                                   (Verses 1-3) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 
A Let us pray. Risen One, 
C you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



P It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy … we praise your name and join their unending  hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P O God most mighty,  
 O God most merciful,  
 O God our rock and our salvation,  
 hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.  
 When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.  
 When Abraham and Sarah  were barren, you sent them a child;  
 When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom.   
 Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing,  
 and full of  compassion, you granted the people your life.  
 
 You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.  
 He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  
 With infinite love, he granted the people your life.  
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 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is  the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
P Remembering Jesus’s death, we cry out Amen.  
C Amen. 
P Celebrating Jesus’s resurrection, we shout Amen.  
C Amen. 
P Trusting Jesus’s presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.  
C Amen.  
 
P O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
 O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
 O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.  
 O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.  
 O God most majestic, O God most motherly,  
 O God our strength and our song,  
 you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all   
 and leaves that heal the nations.  
 Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son,  
 the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,  
 life in you, now and forever. 
C Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Supper here at Advent. Wine and white grape juice are available by 
individual cup. Gluten-free communion hosts are also available upon request. If you do not com-

 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen 
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mune, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing. We ask that you please maintain a safe dis-
tance as we commune. Hand sanitizer is available at the usher's stand.  
 

P  Come now to the Lord’s Table, for all is ready! 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                                      Setting 4 

 

Please be seated.         
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION             I Know That My Redeemer Lives            ELW 619  
                                                                               (Please see graphic next page) 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION                    
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                       Be Not Afraid                                       ELW 388 
                                                                               (Please sing twice) 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us Pray. Shepherding God, 
C you have prepared a table before us 
 and nourished us with your love. 
 Send us forth from this banquet 
 to proclaim your goodness 
 and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
 our redeemer and friend. 
 Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
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SENDING 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING OF MOTHERS  
Together we ask God’s blessing on mothers and those who provide motherly care. We also as comfort 
for those who find this a difficult day. 
 
P God of all creation, pour out your blessing on all mothers and those who provide motherly care. 
C You have made them in your image and given them children to love and care for in your 

name. Bless them with a heart like your heart: loving and kind, comforting and strong, rad-
ically welcoming and generous, nurturing and grace-filled. 

 

  As they participate in your ongoing creativity, give them discernment to help their children 
discover their unique gifts. 

 

  As they teach their children, grant them wisdom to know what is truly valuable. 
 

 As they strive to share your unconditional love, give them long-suffering patience and a 
lively sense of humor. 

 

 As they model your mercy, help them extend the forgiveness they themselves freely receive 
from you. 

 

 In all circumstances fortify their faith, that they may love you above all. 
P For the mothers and caregivers who now rest in you, we give thanks. May their examples guide 

us, and help us to be faithful children of God. 
 

 God of compassion, we also know that there are many for whom this is a difficult day. We hold 
close to our hearts those who have lost their mothers, those whose dream of motherhood has been 
broken, and those who have had troubled relationships with their parents and caregivers. We ask 
that you give them the comfort that only you can offer.  

  

 May all rest and cling to you for strength and hope. In Jesus’s name we pray. 
C Amen.  
 
BLESSING  
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P The God of resurrection power, 
 the Christ of unending joy, 
 and the Spirit of Easter hope 

 ☩ bless you now and always. 
C Amen. 



 RECESSIONAL HYMN                                  Jesus Shall Reign                                       ELW 434  

           
DISMISSAL 
 

P This service has ended. Our service continues! 
A  Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                 Jesus Shall Reign                                               W. Held 
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Advent Book Club | 3:00 pm, Saturday, May 18. The club is reading fiction this month -
 Wish You Well by David Baldacci. "Following a family tragedy, siblings Lou and Oz 
must leave New York and adjust to life in the Virginia mountains--but just as the farm 
begins to feel like home, they'll have to defend it from a dark threat in this New York 
Times bestselling coming-of-age story."-  Amazon.com. Meeting and fellowship is open to 
everyone - whether you read the book or not!     
 
Council Meeting | 11:30 am, Sunday, May 19. Work on the annual meeting and a vote on 
the proposed budget is on the agenda. See you there!     
 
Metro D.C. Synod Pride Parade and Festival Booth. The Metro D.C. Synod RIC Team is 
participating in the D.C. Pride Parade on Saturday, June 8, and hosting a 
booth at the D.C. Pride Festival on Sunday, June 9. There are several ways 
to get involved and everyone is invited to come out and help spread the 
message of God’s Radical Love for ALL. For those interested in learning 
more about how to engage, what language to use, what to wear, etc., the 
RIC Team is providing a training session on Sunday, May 19, at 4:00 PM 
on Zoom. Click the QR code to learn more and sign up.  

We give thanks for those assisting with worship today . . . 

Pastor                                                        The Rev. Alex P. Stall, Jr.  
Assisting Minister                                                        Debbie Lewis 
Altar Guild                                                              Marilyn Falksen 
Greeter                                                                         Ingrid Berdahl 
Usher                                                                           Nancy Jairrels 
Cantor                                                                          David Falksen 
Organist                                                                         Rhonda Rose 
Videographer                                                                Shane Gainer 
Social Hour Host                                             Shelly & Chris Haar 
Counters                                   Rensford Lovell and David Falksen  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://www.amazon.com/Wish-You-Well-David-Baldacci/dp/0446527165/ref=asc_df_0446527165/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=693596794770&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=3000581343788502321&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9008163&hvtargid=pla
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June 9, 2024 
Mark your calendars for this important annual meeting and look  

for additional information via email in the coming weeks.  

 
PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENT 

At its April meeting, the Council voted to recommend the following amendment to Ad-
vent's Bylaws. This proposed amendment will be on the agenda for the congregational 
meeting on June 9. 

Section II. Officers 
Item 4. The congregation shall elect the president and vice-president at its annual 
meeting, and they shall serve for one year or until their successors are elected. Any 
member of this congregation who has been a member of the congregation council for 
at least one year is eligible to serve as president or vice-president. Their terms shall 
begin on July 1 or the beginning of the congregational year. The president and vice-
president shall be eligible to serve no more than two FOUR full terms consecutively. 

 

Rationale for the change: Council members are eligible to serve two two-year terms con-
secutively – for a total of four consecutive years. The reason(s) for restricting the Presi-
dent and Vice President to two one-year terms is/are not obvious, other than to encour-
age more people to serve in the role or to force a change in leadership. 

This is US!  
A party celebrating our ongoing mission, our achievements, and our DREAMS!  

 
June 9 after the annual meeting. More details coming soon.  



Learn more about us at adventlc.us or facebook.com/
adventarlington. The office is open Tuesday through 
Thursday from 11 am - 3 pm. Contact the office at ad-
ventlc@hotmail.com or 703-521-7010. Pastor Alex may 
be reached directly at  Pr.Alex.advent@icloud.com. 

Give online with PayPal.  Simply 
scan the QR code with your phone’s 
camera and use your PayPal account 
to donate. You may also donate via 
our website: www.adventlc.us/giving.  

2222 S. Arlington Ridge Road 
Arlington, VA 22202 

www.adventlc.us 
 
 

The Rev. Alexander P. Stall, Jr., Pastor 
Marianne Hawn, Council President  

Nancy Cox Jairrels, Office Administrator 

https://www.adventlc.us/giving.html

